This one hurts. RIP #CivilRightsVeteran... - Civil ...

https://www.facebook.com/civilrightsheroes/posts...

Email or Phone
Sign Up

Civil Rights Heroes (Workers and Volunteers) on Face Book
added 2 new photos — with Christopher Brandon McKhamGilkes.

Password
Log In
English (US) · Español ·
Português (Brasil) · Français (France) ·
Forgot account?
Deutsch

Privacy · Terms · Advertising · Ad Choices
Cookies · More
Facebook © 2018

·

July 7, 2016 ·

This one hurts. RIP #CivilRightsVeteran #SNCC Custom Motorcycle
Designer Photographer Cliff Vaughs.
Read!
The Vintagent
Monday, January 09, 2012
CLIFF VAUGHS AND 'EASY RIDER'
Cliff Vaughs ca.1974, on one of his custom-built HD choppers
The origin story of the 'Easy Rider' motorcycles, 'Captain America' and
'Billy's bike' (as they're now known), has been clouded by the very fact of
their fame, the absence of their creator, and the odd, at times haphazard
circumstances of the making of the film. Credit has at times been given to
Dan Haggerty ('Grizzly Adams'), and many web and print stories repeat this
misunderstanding; Haggerty did some repair to the machines and was their
'handler' at times, and possibly even re-created the 'ER' bikes, after they
were used in most of the filming, and stolen before the movie was complete.
[The Vintagent posted the story of Ben Hardy and the building of the 'ER'
bikes, in March 2009.
Cliff Vaughs today
Credit for the design of the 'Easy Rider' bikes (and other important aspects
of the film, including the title!) goes to Cliff Vaughs, a civil rights activist,
filmmaker, and biker (in the Chosen Few MC - a racially integrated club
since 1960). Vaughs was a member of the SNCC (Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee), a direct-action civil rights group, and a figure in
many of the famous sit-ins, freedom rides, and marches in the 1960s South.
He participated in, and photographed, many of the legendary civil rights
confrontations of the era, although he missed the March on Washington
because he was "building a chopper" in his backyard.
Thus far, the only image associated with Vaughs' civil rights documentary;
'What Will the Harvest Be?'
Vaughs was also a documentary film maker, and made "What Will the
Harvest Be?", about the rise of Black Power in the South, which included
interviews with Martin Luther King, Stokeley Carmichael, and Julian Bond,
and was aired on ABC-tv in the mid-60s. From documentaries, he moved
into film production by the late 1960s. He was also, clearly, a motorcycle nut,
and considered Ben Hardy his mentor in building, maintaining, and riding his
machines.
Cliff Vaughs being dragged by National Guard troops at Cambridge, MD,
May 2, 1964. Incredibly, this photo was taken (and c.) by photographer
Danny Lyon, whose photo essay of time spent with the Chicago Outlaws MC
is documented in his fantastic book 'The Bikeriders'. I look forward to
exploring the story of these two 'outlaw' bikers, one black one white, in the
civil rights movement of the 1960s.
When asked about his involvement with the 'Easy Riders' choppers, Cliff
Vaughs sent the following statement to The Vintagent:
"I was working in the News Department at KRLA when Henry Fonda’s son,
Peter, was arrested for possession of marijuana. I was mildly amused that
so much interest was engendered by the incident, considering the number of
citizens detained and incarcerated for smoking “pot".
We chatted for a while at the courthouse and I called in my story. He was
interested in my hobby: designing and building motorcycles. It turned out
that we lived in the same neighborhood, West Hollywood. I told him I was
usually found in my back yard enjoying my hobby.
Peter Fonda with his father, Henry. It must be the the late 60s; Dad has a
paisley shirt.
He came by a few days later accompanied by Dennis Hopper, whom I hadn’t
seen since his performance in “Rebel Without A Cause” with James Dean.
We talked and I learned that they [Fonda and Hopper] had been planning to
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